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mental to the community. As early as 1300 the Chandlers
of Norwich, in order to eliminate competition, agreed that
none of them should sell a pound of candles cheaper than
the rest; apparently their prices were extortionate, for
they were amerced for their offence l. At another time
(1329) the London Lime-burners conspired not to sell their
wares below certain rates ; and their ringleader was con-
demned on a charge of extortion, deprived of the freedom
of the city and sent to prison 2. The pressure brought to
bear by a gild upon its recalcitrant members is illustrated
in two curious incidents which took place at Coventry.
The Dyers' gild undertook to work only at certain rates ;
and when a number of dyers refused to be bound by these
rates, the gild hired Welshmen and Irishmen to waylay and
kill them. This drastic treatment of' blacklegs ' represents
the mediaeval form of picketing3. On another occasion
the Barbers agreed among themselves to raise their prices,
" making the cost of that art so much dearer to the damage
of the whole people " ; and when one of their number
repudiated the agreement, his fellows threatened him with
violence and summoned him before a spiritual court for
breach of oath4.
The religious side of the gild fabric figured very promi- (ii.) m
nently in the case of some craft gilds; indeed the religious
duty of the gild is often placed foremost among its functions.
" In the first place they have ordained ", enacted the White
Tawyers of London, " that they will find a wax-candle to
burn before Our Lady in the Church of All Hallows " 5.
Many craft gilds seem to have originated as religious frater-
nities whose members were drawn together by ties of common
devotion. The starting point of the Mercers' gild at York,
for example, was a licence given in 1357 to merchants,
mercers, drapers, hosiers and dyers to organize a fraternity
1  Hudson, Leet Jurisdiction in Norwich, 52.
2  Riley, Memorials of London, 174.
3  Victoria County History, Warwickshire, ii. 252.
* Patent Rolls, 1391-1396, p. 720 ; Coventry Leet Book, iv. p. xxxiv,
For another example, see infra, p. 355.
5 Riley, Memorials of London, 232 (1346). For the fraternity side of
the London Weavers, see Consitt, The London Weavers' Company, i.
106 seq.